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Cincinnati’s 2012 budget passed easily Wednesday, even inspiring

brief applause, but the city’s still spending more than it takes in.

This budget balanced because of $14 million Convergys will give

the city in exchange for reducing the number of jobs the company

promises to keep Downtown. It passed without much debate

thanks in part to the voters’ selection of seven Democrats. The item

that drew the most opposition was the $4.4 million conversion of

the City Hall courtyard into an atrium for events, though it still

passed.

“Let this be the model for how we operate on every issue for the

next two years,” Mayor Mark Mallory said after the budget

ordinances passed. “Nothing but pride today.”

But the budget, like every city budget since

2001, is not structurally balanced.

Councilmen Christopher Smitherman and

Charlie Winburn repeatedly brought the imbalance up, saying

more cuts should have been made to try to reduce the deficit for

2013. Some Democrats pointed out that Winburn voted last year

on a budget that was also structurally unbalanced. Smitherman

voted against much of the budget package because of the

structural imbalance.

The city’s budgets will remain this way, City Manager Milton

Dohoney repeated this week, until City Council makes difficult

decisions about cutting costs and/or generating more revenue.

Vice Mayor Roxanne Qualls, who leads the budgeting process,

says discussions about priorities will start by the end of January

and include workforce size, revenues and programs.

There are two options, she reminded council members

Wednesday: Cut costs or raise more revenue. The costs piece is

difficult because 90 percent of the city’s $362 million operating

budget pays for workers and their benefits. So cutting costs means

significant personnel cuts. More revenue means raising fees or

taxes. Previous councils couldn’t agree to do either.
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“The desire is to move toward a structurally balanced budget,”

Qualls said. “But even the city manager acknowledges that’s easier

said than done.”

View Comments  |  Share your thoughts »

Father goes the extra mile
Nov 13, 2011

Ron Washington talks

about the cancelled ga…
Oct 26, 2011

Hairston
Oct 23, 2011

selected by Taboola

Gingrich for President?
Would you support Newt Gingrich for president? Vote in poll.

www.newsmax.com/surveys

5

ADS BY PULSE 360 AdChoices 

Indian Hill family expands granola

business

Most Viewed

Ted Ginn Jr.
Ted Ginn Jr. Breaking News Visit The
Official Site Now!
www.csnbayarea.com

PHOTO GALLERIES

ADVERTISEMENT

President Reduces Amount Homeowners Owe

Ohio Homeowners are using this ridiculously easy trick to

pay off their homes in half the time.

Smarter-Lifestyles.com

Free shipping at OshKosh B'gosh

On all orders $50 or more. Order by Dec 15 for Christmas

delivery. Shop now!

www.carters.com/oshgosh

Refinancing Rates Drop!

Refinance Now at 2.9%. $160k Ohio Mortgage $632mo.

No Hidden Fees. No SSN Req!

mortgage.refinance.lendgo.com

Tearful Yancy Gates, UC apologize
for role in Xavier game
Dec. 12, 2011

Nutcracker designs
2011

Woman, child struck
on Dixie Highway

City budget passes, but remains imbalanced | Cincinnati.com | cincinnati.com http://news.cincinnati.com/article/20111214/NEWS0108/312140186

2 of 3 12/15/2011 10:08 AM



Site Map  |  Back to Top  

NEWS

Latest Headlines

Crime & Courts

Education

Government

Nation/World

Archives - Free

Archives - Paid

Traffic

Weather

LIVING

Home & Garden

Food

Health

Moms

Dating

HYPE

Deals

SPORTS

Bengals

Reds

UC

Xavier

High School

Statistics

Paul Daugherty

Cyclones

Blogs

BUSINESS

Markets

Stocks

National Headlines

Career News

Real Estate News

HYPE

Blogs

ENTERTAINMENT

Metromix

Movies

Eat & Drink

Music

Calendar

Theater

Comics & Games

HYPE

Blogs

OBITUARIES

Obituaries

Lives Remembered

Kentucky

LIVING

Home & Garden

Food

Health

Moms

Dating

HYPE

Deals

BLOGS

News & Opinion

Sports

Entertainment

Living

Moms

CincyBlogs

Message Boards

FOLLOW US

Twitter

Facebook

Mobile

RSS

E-mail Alerts

        

USA Today  |  Jobs  |  Cars for Sale  |  Homes for Sale  |  Apartments for Rent  |  Real Estate  |  Shopping  |  Yellow Pages

Copyright © 2011 news.cincinnati.com. All rights reserved.

Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service, Privacy Notice/Your California Privacy Rights, and Ad Choices

ADVERTISEMENT

City budget passes, but remains imbalanced | Cincinnati.com | cincinnati.com http://news.cincinnati.com/article/20111214/NEWS0108/312140186

3 of 3 12/15/2011 10:08 AM


